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OLIVER TREES
A Monthly Journal devoted to Missionary Work in the Reformed Presby-

terian Church, U. S. A.

No. MARCH, 1901. 3.

QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

THE HOME PROBLEM OF FOREIGN
MISSIONS.*

Samuel B. Capen,
LL. D., Boston, Mass.

The topic suggests a problem to be

solved. What is it? The first factor in

the problem to which I would call atten-

tion is the widespread ignorance with re-

gard to foreign mission work. One is sim-

ply amazed at experiences like the follow-

ing: Almost the first foreign missionary

address I was called upon to make was

before a gathering of more than one hun-

dred men connected with a strong mis-

sionary church. One man
,
sixty years of

age, who had been an attendant all his

life in a Congregational church, and his

father and mother before him. gave his

first pledge that evening for foreign mis-

sions, stating that he had always sup-

posed before that missionaries were “old

hags” who could not get a living at home

and so were sent out of the country.

Within a short time the professor of

ecclesiastical history in a great university

asked a student taking a post-graduate

course, who was going abroad as a mis-

sionary, if the American Board was the

only foreign missionary society. Although

our societies have been organized for sev-

eral generations, the breadth of their great

work, what they are doing and how they

are doing it, has become familiar as yet to

*Jtead at the Eighth Conference of Foreign Mission

Boards , Jan. 16, 1901, and requestedfor Olive Trees.

but a fraction of our church members, and

there is indifference because of ignorance.

Second. There is as yet an utter failure

on the part of some to grasp the great

motive of missions. This is a lost world

to save, and not simply a degraded world

to educate, and Jesus Christ is the only

Saviour. When Christians recognize the

greatness of the world’s need, then, and

not till then, will they make sacrifice as

they ought. Pity is the highest motive

which is now influencing many. You can

any time raise $50 for some sufferer in

the next street, when it would be diffi-

cult, if not impossible, to get from these

people $5 to help on some missionary

work across the ocean. How easily money

came for suffering humanity in Armenia

and India. Every day the cable throbbed

under the water with new gifts. This

appeal to pity was definite and real. At

the same time the great soul hunger and

thirst passed by many, all unheeded.

Third. We have in our churches too

many pastors who have never yet been

fired by any missionary passion. Their

horizon ends with the limits of their own
parish. They act on the principle that

the Church substantially exists only for

the community where it is placed and is

to help the world outside only when it can

do so without inconvenience to itself.

Fourth. We are often extravagant in

our expenditures in the home church at

the expense of missions. Stained glass
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windows and artistic music often absorb

money which might better be used to tell

the story of the Cross to those who have

never heard of the world's Redeemer. I

saw a statement a little while ago of a

Congregational church in which the regu-

lar parish expenses were $20,000 and the

benevolences only a little more than

$2,000. I would not be understood as op-

posing attractive church buildings or ser-

vices; I recognize the power and impor-

tance of both, but I believe that there is a

fair proportion to be preserved and that a

church has no right to spend $20,000 upon

itself if it results in cutting down its mis-

sionary gifts to $2,000.

Having in mind these factors growing

out of the conditions in our churches, let

us try to find a solution of the problem. I

would say, first, we must press the appeal

that the foreign work is the most noble

of all missionary effort because most un-

selfish. I wrould not utter any word which

would seem to make less of the work at

home. Twenty years of service in two

branches of such work have led me to be-

lieve in its great importance, and yet I

submit that there is a side of all such work

that is in some sense selfish. Our own

business prosperity and the very safety of

our families are dependent upon proper

religious restraints at home. We can often

appeal to the noblest patriotism when we

plead for home missionary work; we are

guarding our own. But it is the very

spirit of the Master to spend our money

and strength for those far away, whom we

shall never see and whose continued neg-

lect and sin can, to most minds, injure us

only in the most indirect way. It is

magnificent to give generously, not ex-

pecting anything again. Let us, then,

press oftener the supreme unselfishness of

foreign missionary work. It is like God

as He has revealed Himself in Christ.

Second. We must find the antidote for

so much ignorance by presenting the facts,

especially the matchless story of the suc-

cess of foreign missionary work. My ex-

perience has shown that this is what the

churches need and want, not more ex-

hortation, certainly not more rhetoric, but

the facts which tell of the solid, tangible

results. What the average business man
wishes to know is the value of his invest-

ment. He may have been giving money

for years; show him what has come from

it. We fail ofttimes because we have not

told him just these things. A few weeks

ago 1 listened to an address by a gentle-

man who gave in simple words a story#of

the great care shown in the field in the ex-

penditure of money and the economy of

the work abroad. He completely held the

attention of his audience; it was one of

the most telling missionary addresses to

which I ever listened. The facts were

what made it both eloquent and telling;

he told men just what they wanted to

know.

Third. We shall best conserve all our

great interests if we keep most fully alive

to twentieth century methods. There is

a feeling in many quarters that here we

fall behind; that we do not always carry

on Christian work with the same care and

economy and put into it the same en-

thusiasm that we do into our own business.

I think much of this feeling is unjust, but

so far as there is truth in it, we should

remove all cause for criticism. We run

our literature along in the same groove;

we do not show the same readiness to

change forms and shapes as we see in secu-

lar concerns. It is always easier to go

in the ruts; it will perhaps jolt a little to

get out, but it will be better after we are

out. I am led to ask the question whether

it would not be wiser to put our literature

into more attractive form. We must not

forget that this literature is published, in

part at least, with the hope of reaching
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those who are as yet uninterested. Some

things I have seen are so unattractive that

the indifferent, I fear, would throw them

aside unread. The contrast between the

appearance of much missionary literature

and that which is current in other depart-

ments is so great that many discount

its value at once. Ought we not to give

the Divine message the best chance to

reach its goal without putting it in a form

which repels at the outset? We recognize

the importance in the spoken word of the

first impression. Should we not be equally

guarded as to the written ?

I recognize, of course, the need of

proper economy, but I fear ofttimes we

practice that which is unwise. The same

money spent for fewer things, but these

things made more attractive to the eye,

would, I believe, be a better investment.

Fourth. We want to be more careful

to keep in close touch and sympathy with

all the home interests. As I have been

identified with these for twenty years, I

think I can fairly say that I believe the

greatest work the Congregational de-

nomination is doing is in the foreign field.

The glorious achievements of the Amer-

ican Board have appealed to heroism and

self-sacrifice in our young men and

women, and this has been a mighty uplift

to our work at home. But because of all

this, I think there is a danger that some

of us may look upon this work at home as

in some sense inferior. It is most im-

perative that we get together and recog-

nize it more than we have, as parts of one

whole. After all, the distinction we make

between foreign and home missions is arti-

ficial. It is one world and one Saviour

for all. The tendency to federation is uni-

versal in the business of both hemispheres,

and it is for our missionary societies to

recognize it in time. We can no more

prevent this mighty movement than we

can stay the rising of the tides. I believe

it will be for the highest interest of our

whole foreign work to be leaders in this

world-wide movement. We do not want

one set of men interested in the foreign

and another in the different parts of the

home field, but all interested in the work

of each and each interested in the work of

all. An appeal has been recently issued

by a great society, containing a sentence

which, if it means anything, is a criticism

of the methods of another. It is too late

in the centuries for any cause to gain by

such argument. Let us, as we enter the

new century, bury in a grave so deep that

even Gabriel’s trumpet will not disturb

its rest, everything that has the slightest

appearance of rivalry or jealousy.

Fifth. It ought to be clearly under-

stood that we will not ordain or install any

man who is not in earnest in missionary

work. The young man from the theolog-

ical seminary should be thoroughly ex-

amined as to his knowledge of the work

at home and abroad, especially that of his

own denomination, and if he is ignorant

upon this work or seems indifferent to it

he is not yet fitted for the gospel ministry.

A minister as yet in the prime of life and

known to all here, told ihe that he went

through his whole seminary course and he

has no remembrance of any missionary

impression left upon him. I believe that

could no longer be said of many of our

seminaries.

Furthermore, if a man has been settled

over a church and seeks to change, I think

one of the first inquiries should be as to

his attitude toward missionary work. I

do not care how sound he may be in his

doctrine and confession of faith, so long

as he is in his practice unsound. A pastor

who does not believe in missions and

preach missions has a flaw in his title.

An ambassador represents his sovereign;

such a man misrepresents the Christ whom
he has promised to serve. It is a down-
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right breach of faith to the men out on the

fighting line, to have ministers at home

indifferent to the missionary appeal. If

they will not bear a hand in the commis-

sary department and help support the

army, let them resign. The time has come

to make this issue clear and unmis-

takable.

A friend said recently to a brother

clergyman who had been spending a great

deal of time and raising a large amount

of money for ornamental windows in his

church, “What are you going to do next?

You cannot run a church forever on

stained glass windows.” This pointed re-

buke in some form ought to be spoken to

many.

Sixth. The churches as a whole must

recognize the necessity of a greater de-

nominational loyalty to their missionary

work. So far as our influence goes, we

should have it understood that we do not

consider a church in good and regular

standing that is careless or forgetful of its

great world-wide obligations. Be the

church ever so poor, and its gifts ever so

small, still let it do what it can and be a

part of the army which has put on the

uniform of the King. While we hate sec-

tarianism, there is a denominational loy-

alty which is most commendable. And we

need not fear that this will lessen in the

slightest degree the supreme motive, loy-

alty to the Master. The “Bough Eiders”

under Boosevelt were not the less brave in

fighting for the old flag at San Juan be-

cause they had their own special badge.

I am sure that no one will understand

that I am pressing denominational loyalty

in opposition to the greatest possible one-

ness of work on the field at every prac-

ticable point. We must study to find all

possible ways to serve together. But the

Congregationalist who is so disloyal that

he neglects to support his own missionary

society is not very likely to give to Presby-

terians or Methodists or any one else. He
does not count anywhere for anything.

Seventh. The time has fully come to

remodel in our local churches the method

of raising the money to support our for-

eign missionary work. Our aim should

be that every member of every church

shall have a money investment in the

greatest work of the century. I believe

that it may be fairly said that compara-

tively few of our churches have any sys-

tematic and comprehensive plan to reach

their whole membership. At the annual

meeting, our Church, as a rule, vote to

take up a collection some time during

the year, either on some special Sabbath

or through the weekly offering. Those

who are present have the opportunity to

give, but as a rule no effort is made to

reach those who are absent. Dr. Brad-

ford, of Montclair, said at a meeting of

the American Board in 1899 that not one

in ten of our Church members gives any-

thing to foreign missions. If he means by

a gift anything that is worthy, anything

that costs sacrifice, he is correct. Very

few are making any self-denial to give, and

the majority are doing nothing. A young

man came to me recently, who is settled

over a church which has considerable

wealth, stating that he was anxious to in-

crease the foreign missionary gifts in his

church, which were only about $300. I

asked him how this was raised, and he re-

plied that the women made a canvass and

obtained about $125. The young ladies

had an entertainment and raised $100, and

the regular gifts on the Sabbath were

about $80, and it took four Sabbaths to get

this. When I tell you that several men in

that church had given $1,000 and $500

apiece that year for a local need, you see

how absurd and pitiable all this was. Such

methods are all antiquated and unworthy

and ought to have ended with the nine-

teenth century. What we need, it seems
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to me, is a vigorous missionary committee

appointed in each church whose business

it shall be to secure by personal appeal a

definite pledge for foreign missions from

each person in the church, not forgetting

in this canvass the absentees. Wherever

such plans have been adopted, the result

has been a doubling or trebling of gifts.

One of our great preachers and edu-

cators told me very recently of his experi-

ence in his first parish. The missionary

offering was taken on a special Sabbath,

but was so small, so unworthy, that he

made up his mind to appeal at once to

several who were best able to increase their

gifts. The first man upon his list was not

a church member; he asked him for a

special sum, giving his reason therefor.

The man responded cheerfully, and with a

twinkle in his eye drew his check. His

pastor asked him what that twinkle meant.

He replied he would like to know who the

people were who had given the other half

of the contribution the preceding Sabbath.

In other words, this man, not a church

member, had himself given one-half of the

contribution. The pastor immediately

summoned a meeting of the church and

told them the story of their littleness. It

cured them, and there never was any

further trouble or any further shrinking.

In this plan for personal canvass I have

felt that there would be great wisdom if

our churches would have a missionary

week some time in the month of October.

Could there be a grander way of opening

the church year than by such a systematic

effort together ? There is great power and

interest in a common work; we want to

move forward together like a grand army.

While we want to have every one come

under the definite responsibility of a

pledge, I think there must still be a for-

eign mission Sabbath, so as to reach some

who will not at first assume any written

responsibility.

Of course figures have been made again

and again, but -we must keep at it until the

work is done. To illustrate: Let us see

what is possible in one denomination.

There are in our Congregational churches

630.000 members. Suppose for our pres-

ent purpose we reject 330,000 of these, or

more than one-half, as children and per-

sons in poor circumstances. Hoes it seem

unreasonable to expect that the remaining

300.000 should give an average of two

cents a day for foreign missions? Think

of the very many who now give their hun-

dreds and in many cases a thousand dol-

lars a year. Think of the many in our

parishes not church members who yet are

liberal givers. It seems absurd in the

light of these facts to think that an aver-

age of two cents a day or $7.30 a year is

too great a sum to expect from this less

than one-half of our members, and

yet, if this small sum were given, the

receipts of the American Board from the

living would be about $2,190,000, or four

times what they are now. How, with

such an income, the work would bound

forward
;
how the angels would sing

;
how

the Master would rejoice ! The possibility

of such a result is not a foolish dream
;
it

is possible to accomplish it, if our churches

will apply the same methods that are

adopted in business and by political parties

to secure results.

The reasonableness of this expectation

seems to me most apparent if we see what

the native Christians are doing for them-

selves. In the American Board churches

there are 51,699 members, and their total

gifts last year were $156,000, or an aver-

age of over $3 apiece—men, women and

children. Allowing, as we must, in ma-

king any fair comparisons, the difference

in wages, 20 cents a day abroad and $1.50

in America, it really represents the equiva-

lent in United States currency of over

$20 apiece given by the native Christians.
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The Congregationalists of the United

States, on the other hand, gave last year

an average of about 90 cents per member
for their Foreign Mission Board. In other

words, our native Christians in their pov-

erty are doing for themselves more than

twenty times what we are doing for them.

Yes, more; the Congregationalists give for

all their mission work at home and abroad,

plus the total of all their parish expenses,

only $15 per member. Even on this basis

the native Christians are a third ahead of

us. You cannot make any figures that are

creditable to the home churches. Our

Catholic friends have realized the great-

ness of the results when they secure a little

from all. We in the Protestant churches

have not been so wise. In our plans, we

must make it possible for many to give

small sums every week. A friend told me
a few days ago of a recent experience : A
man in quite humble circumstances was

asked to give $5 a year to support the

gospel, and he replied earnestly that it was

impossible
;
he did not see how he could

spare $5 at any one time from his small

earnings. Subsequently they went to him

with a new proposition, and asked him if

he could not give fifty cents a week. He
responded promptly and heartily that he

could do that, and subsequently gave even

more. By a weekly offering he gives more

than five times -what he thought was pos-

sible. The old maxim, “Divide and con-

quer/' must be the new working plan of our

churches in the coming century. Let us

divide the membership of our churches

into groups of ten or twenty with one

member of a missionary committee for

each group, let us permit each church

member to divide his pledge made through

the missionary committee into quarterly

or monthly or weekly payments, as he may
prefer. We have the means in abundance

in all our churches to push the work as

never before. Let us put our old anti-

quated methods, or no methods, into the

garret and work our missionary interests

in the local churches with a vigor worthy

of their supreme importance.

Eighth. I believe the best business

judgment of the country approves the plan

to provide for our foreign missionary so-

cieties some fund to give steadiness to the

amount available for missionary expendh

tures each year. It seems to me that it is

a necessity for any society whose current

expenditures are dependent to any con-

siderable extent upon legacies. The prob-

lem of the foreign society is very different

from that of all societies working at home.

We send men abroad at large expense for

outfit and for traveling. We support them

for years while they are acquiring the

language and familiarizing themselves

with the work. If the income of the so-

ciety is diminished in some one year, it

would be the greatest extravagance and

supreme folly to call men home from long

distances. It is often less expensive to

keep them at their post. We cannot thus

quickly adjust our foreign work to reduced

income without a crippling that is the

height of folly. And what occasions these

reduced receipts from time to time? Al-

most invariably the shrinkage is in the

legacies. The gifts from the living have,

as a rule, a steadiness about them which

can be depended upon
;
there is nothing

certain in the receipts from legacies but

their uncertainty. It seems to me that

every foreign missionary society should

provide itself with a supplementary stor-

age battery in the shape of a fund, which

would be available in some way in the case

of abnormally small receipts from legacies

in any one year. It is for this reason that

the American Board is raising its “Twen-

tieth Century Fund.” We must have some-

thing which shall work almost automatic-

ally, as we believe this plan will, if the

full amount is raised, to prevent debts in
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future years. To make appropriations a

year in advance, as we all must, based on

the receipts of the past, trying to keep all

our available resources at work to the full

and then to have a decrease in the receipts

from legacies of $75,000, is to throw the

whole machinery into confusion and

paralyze the work in the field and at home.

We must plan to prevent debts and not

how to pay them when made.

The reason which sometimes was urged

that having a fund would prevent giving

by the churches, has, for the most part,

been exploded as unsound. Especially if

we want men of large means to make us

their trustees, we must put all our societies

upon the strongest possible financial basis.

To have a fund which will give regularity

to the work and keep the whole machinery

steady is to apply modern methods to mis-

sionary work. To fail to recognize this

need in the light of past experiences is not

faith, but presumption.

Ninth, and finally. We need to press

the foreign missionary work for the sake

of the churches at home. We all recognize

that in our great material prosperity,

worldliness has crept into many of our

churches. We have serious problems on

our hands. The government of our great

cities is still in the experimental stage
;
in

most respects it has been a conspicuous

failure. We are at work on one of the

greatest problems of the centuries, to weld

into one free republic, representatives of

all nations. There is only one thing that

can quicken our churches into new life,

that can purify our cities, that can pre-

serve our Republic, and that is a renewed

interest in religion. Not education or

culture, but God in human lives, is to be

our salvation. And I believe the very

surest way to have this new religious in-

terest at home is to be more true and ear-

nest in our work abroad. If we would

spend less in our home expenses that we

might give more abroad, would not the

world feel as never before, that there is a

reality in what we profess?

It is the self-sacrificing spirit that al-

ways makes the most forcible appeal.

When we get into broader sympathy with

the whole world, remembering that we are

“our brother’s keeper,” and that “our

brother” is the man in the greatest need at

the ends of the earth, then the blessings

will most quickly come to our own work

and churches at home.

The Clarendon Street Baptist Church,

of Boston, is a perfect illustration of this

point. We all know the intense earnest-

ness of the sainted Dr. A. J. Gordon for

foreign missionary work. Its wide scope

and magnificent outlook appealed to his

great soul. For several years, under his

leadership, the church gave more for for-

eign missions alone than their total parish

expenses, and it was the giving of the

many and not the large offerings of a few.

God honored this fidelity, for the religious

interest in the church was continuous. It

was so genuine a Christian life that was

developed and the church was upon so high

a plane, that in three years after Dr. Gor-

don’s death, and while without a settled

pastor, there were 320 additions to the

church, a majority of them on confession

of faith.

There is an old law in mechanics that

“action and reaction are equal and in op-

posite directions.” What is true in the

physical world is as true in the spiritual

world. The church that gives itself with

passionate interest to save others, receives

back into its own life the richest blessings.

More than twenty centuries ago Mala-

chi told the people to bring their whole

tithe into the storehouse as the one con-

dition for a blessing. The message is as

true to-day as then. “There is that scat-

teretli and yet increaseth,” and the local

church which makes its interest narrower
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than the interest of Christ, which has now
come into sympathy with his heart as it

beats for the whole world, is not His

church. Anything less than the whole

world means disloyalty to Christ, and dis-

loyalty to Christ is the greatest sin, and

sin is death to the church and individual

alike.

“ It is more blessed to give than to receive.” The knowledge of the Lord
Jesus Christ has been borne in upon us, not intellectually only, but spiritually. We
have entered into the mysteries of His companionship, and the Holy Spirit has

brought to our souls, direct from His very presence and fragrant with His

touch, rich treasures of spiritual experience, of joy and peace in believing, which

the world cannot give and cannot take away. Is there any bliss to compare

with the sense of sin forgiven, of God’s favor, of the Saviour’s nearness, of the

Spirit’s unfailing ministry of grace ? Yes, there is. . . . It is the bliss of passing

on what we have received. . . . The man who keeps to himself his knowledge, or

his means, or his grasp of the gospel, is a man who gratuitously forfeits half the

happiness that the possession of these things might have given him—the happi-

ness of passing them on .—Life and Work.

MINISTER WU AND CHRISTIANITY.
Chinese Legation,

Washington,

December 21, 1900.

Rev. S. R. Wallace,

Pastor, Reformed Presbyterian Church,

Holton, Kansas.

Dear Sir

:

I have received your letter of the 15th instant. I infer from the tenor of your

letter that you regard my address on Confucianism, delivered in New York on the

9th of this month, as an attack upon Christianity. If such is your opinion, I am
afraid that you have read only a very inaccurate report of it. In that address it

was far from my purpose to attack Christianity. 1 had no intention of doing any-

thing of that kind. My only aim was to point out the merits of Confucianism.

You say yourself that “Confucius was doubtless a wise man, as far as human wisdom

goes.” That is all I claim for him ; I merely maintain that his wisdom is exactly

suited to the present state of human society. I hope that all true Christians will

not be needlessly disturbed in their belief in eternal life and the divinity of Christ

from anything that I have ever said.

Yours truly,
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABKOAD.

Latakia, Syria.

—

A letter written Jan.

18, 1901, by Rev. Janies S. Stewart, con-

tains the following items: We held com-

munion here last Sabbath at the close of

the week of prayer. The services were well

attended, and the weather was fine. Twelve

of the boarding boys asked to be received

into the Church; five were received, and

the others will wait until the spring com-

munion. Another who joined is the son

of a member, and was in the boarding

school until about two years ago, also a

Kesably, seven in all. This addition, in

spite of all that has occurred, is a sub-

stantial cause for encouragement and

thanksgiving. We can well spare those

who are evidently false to their covenant

vows, though they be teachers and elders.

We pray the Lord to make the number of

the true sons and daughters many more

than they be, and to His name be the

praise. * * *

The work in Tartoos is still flourishing.

A new room is being built, which will be

much more suitable for our meetings than

any we have used heretofore. The Juraid-

iny family are all in good health. The

schools at Melkah and Soda continue as

usual. We have no teacher now at

Gunaimia, but Salim Saleh goes out occa-

sionally, and so do I.

A Bible reader is still employed at Ba-

li amra. * * *

Dr. Jas. M. Balph also refers to the

communion, and adds an item in regard

to the medical work : The number of the

patients in the hospital is only eight, less

than we have had at any time for three

months, but no doubt it will be filled up

again in a few days. We have had an

unusual amount of sickness this winter.

We take a sentence or two from a letter

written by Rev. C. A. Dodds, the 19th of

the same month : About two months ago

I took a trip in company with Mr. Stewart

to the southern end of the field. I have

so far thoroughly enjoyed the little tastes

of touring I have had. I hope I may not

enjoy them less as the novelty wears off.

Since my trip to Tartoos I have been

following my routine with tolerable regu-

larity. In addition to my Arabic, the

study of which I have been pursuing with

more or less—I was going to say eager-

ness, but perhaps it would not be so far

from the truth if I were to say dogged-

ness—a rather inelegant word, but fully as

poetical, I think, as the facts will justify.

I teach two English classes in the boys’

school. This gives me good exercise in

translating from English to Arabic, and

helps me in acquiring a conversational

use of the language, something that can-

not be learned from the grammar.

Suadia, Syria.

—

We have a letter from

Miss Meta Cunningham, dated Jan. 11,

from which we print a few paragraphs:

We are all well here, and the work as

usual. We had a few holidays at New
Year’s, or rather the children had—from

Friday until Wednesday. It was anything

but a holiday for me.
.
New Year’s day is

the hardest day in the year for mission-

aries. People here make calls all day long

and the missionary has to entertain these

callers from morning until night. I knew

that the women who attend the mothers’

meeting would be calling in groups, and

as Tuesday was our regular day, I ar-

ranged with them to come in the morning

instead of in the afternoon and we would

have our meeting as usual. They came,

and we had a good meeting—-150 alto-
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gether. We held it in the girls’ school

room, which was crowded. Mrs. Dodds

kindly helped with the singing, and we

had a splendid service, after which we had

some candies, nuts and oranges. It seemed

to me a fine way of spending the new

year. I wish we could make it a custom.

After the women went away there were

about twenty-five men called, so that we

had them until quite late in the evening.

I had to slip out and dress a man who was

badly wounded. He had been shot a week

before right through the lungs. He was

a robber, and as robbers do, they had fallen

out and the leader had shot this one. I

knew from the first that he had a poor

chance of recovery, as the lungs were badly

wounded. I tried to tell him of his need

of a Saviour and of Christ’s willingness

to save, but I am not sure that he under-

stood, although he was quite conscious to

the last. I told him on New Year’s that

he had only a few hours to live, but he

showed no sign of caring. Before that

he had said, “If I live I will be a better

man.” It is very sad indeed to see a soul

within a few hours of eternity and ap-

parently indifferent. There was no in-

quiry made nor any inquest held any more

than over a kitten. Any one that spoke of

it said, “He got all he deserved.” One
rascal came to see if he was not yet dead.

I said, “No, but very near.” His answer

was, “"Well, let him die; there will be one

rascal less in the world.” Last Sabbath

was the 24th of December with the Greeks,

and they spent the whole day getting ready

to keep Christmas, killing sheep and pound-

ing meat. We could hear the sound of the

mallet with which they beat the meat go-

ing on all day. Then they fired guns most

of the day. I was speaking in the meeting

on Tuesday about the desecration of the

Sabbath, and one woman said, “Yes, we

made a mistake,” and that is their idea of

sin—a slight mistake which is neither

here nor there. How we long for the con-

vincing, convicting power of the Spirit.

All our boys and girls came back, quite

pleased to be in school again.

We have not heard lately from Latakia,

but things there are much as they were.

People that are as servilely humble as these

people are when they want anything are

always insolent when they can be. It

seems to be a natural outcome of slavery.

I hope that they may be brought to their

right minds and restored to their place in

the Church. The Lord can make good

come to His people through evil doers. If

they were truly Christ’s they will be

brought to repentance.

Mersina, Asia Minor.—The following

items, from Eev. R. J. Dodds, were written

under date of Jan. 23 : Besides Dr.

Metheny’s withdrawal from the work,

there has been a succession of discourag-

ing occurrences—among them, for ex-

ample, the arrest of our licentiate in Tar-

sus, and the attempted arrest of his

brother-in-law, whom we needed, how-

ever, and placed in another position,

nearer to us and safer than the charge of

the school in Tarsus. It is doubtful if we
ever shall be able to place him again in

Tarsus; at least we must wait till the

clouds roll by. We had to send the mis-

sionaries’ special teacher to Tarsus in con-

sequence, or else let the school fall

through. This has been a great loss to me
personally. He is by far the most profit-

able and Satisfactory teacher I have had.

The need uras not pressing, however, for

about two months, as I had no leisure for

my studies, even if I had had the best

teacher in the world. We hoped by plac-

ing so good a teacher in Tarsus to get a

class of scholars that would contribute al-

most enough to pay the teacher’s wages.

So we would, had it not been for the wrath

of the enemy, for the teacher is well
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known and popular in Tarsus. But the

enemy, as I have said, was wrathful. The

teacher was summoned before the * gov-

ernment and commanded to discontinue

his work. He asked time to communicate

with his employers, as it was an American

school, and he was but a poor man work-

ing for his wages. They said it could not

begranted
;
thework must stop immediate-

ly, otherwise he would be imprisoned, etc.

He came immediately and reported to

us, and we reported to our consular agent,

who apparently interested himself very

little in the matter. Eventually Colonel

Massey, H. B. M. vice-consul here, our

personal friend, interested himself in the

case and stimulated our consular agent to

act, so that we got our school opened

again, but in the meantime everybody who

could pay had despaired of our getting the

school opened, and had placed their chil-

dren in the Catholic schools—of which

there are several in Tarsus. However, we

have a school, and that is a gain, and it is

among those who at least need it badly

and is a gain for them, and we hope also

for us—especially in the case of children

of members of our Church.

The teacher in Adana was also brought

before, the Turkish authorities and threat-

ened. Nevertheless we were particularly

anxious in his case that he should do what

is usually termed evangelistic work

—

though in the strict sense all our school

work is evangelistic. Since the opening of

the school in Tarsus our evangelist in

Auba has been arrested, and threatened

with conscription. We are at present try-

ing to secure his deliverance. These things

and many others are not for the present

joyous, but grievous, and they do not cheer

one in his work.

There has been an unusual amount of

sickness among our teachers and church

members, and in our family—the influenza

in the majority of cases, but also fever.

The attendance at religious meetings is

much smaller than other years. The fall-

ing off in attendance is due to a number

of causes. It cannot be expected that un-

converted people come to church for the

best reasons. The weather has been such

that those who used to come for a com-

fortable place to sit have not had occasion

to honor us with their presence. It has

also become known that the presence of

the Cretan refugees here, favored by the

Government, precludes the possibility of

Christians finding employment. Conse-

quently the poor, who have been accus-

tomed to come here in winter in search of

work, have been fain to favor Adana and

Tarsus with their presence instead. The

absence of a missionary physician also

removes another reason for the attendance

of many. So our hearers this winter con-

sist mostly of three classes—first, com-

municants; second, school children; third,

the friends of the school children.

I administered the Lord’s Supper in

Adana Nov. 25, in Tarsus Dec. 16 and in

Mersina Jan. 5. Each communion had en-

couraging features, and was an occasion

of joy and gladness; but even here the

jov was not unclouded, nor the gladness

unmixed with considerable sorrow. In

Tarsus the time was unfavorable; a num-

ber were absent in the villages. But more

serious as a drawback was the unprepared-

ness of some to commune on account of

having worked on the Sabbath day during

the summer, some only one or two Sab-

baths, and that only when they were

pressed by hunger. Yusuf reports that my
keeping them back from communion had

a very good effect, and that even outsiders

commend such discipline. Mallim Philip’s

good influence has been marked among

the brethren in Tarsus. Whether this is

due only to his newness remains to be seen.

There was no addition to the membership

in Tarsus
;
in Adana there was an addition
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of five. But there has been a falling away

also to counterbalance almost. At the

time of the Mersina communion Yusuf’s

wife was sick, and he could not be present

to assist me. Here we had an addition of

two members. As usual, of course, others

had to be turned away for the present, as

they did not give satisfactory evidence of

conversion. How poorly we are able to

judge at best

!

Our Moslem member was assaulted some

months ago in his house at midnight, and

beaten and threatened with worse punish-

ment if he did not withdraw from us. He
has not ventured to come to church, I be-

lieve, since.

Cyprus.—Bev. Henry Easson writes as

follows in a letter dated Jan. 3 : On Dec.

21, 1900, Mrs. Easson and I went to

Nicosia for a few days. On the Sabbath

I preached twice, in the afternoon to an

Armeno-Turkish congregation of twenty-

two, and in the evening a Greek audience

of only twelve. On Monday and Tuesday

we visited among the people. There are

two Armenian Protestant families here

who are expecting to unite with us. They

have been quite regular in attendance at

the services here from the beginning. One

of the men is the interpreter of the High

Commissioner, and the other is chief of

the messengers, etc., in the Government

buildings. We hope to have a communion
in Nicosia and also in Kyrenia during the

present year. There is a young man in

Nicosia who seems to be interested, and I

think he is searching for the truth. He
takes an interest in leading others to the

truth also. He has distributed many tracts

and religious papers, and is now securing

subscriptions for The Star of the East

,

a paper published by Dr. Kalopothakis, of

Athens. If he had been in town my audi-

ence would have been larger.

Our meetings in Larnaca are carried on

as usual. The average attendance for the

past three months has been as follows

:

Armeno-Turkish prayer meeting,

Thursday evening, 18.

Greek prayer meeting, Friday evening,

17.

Armeno-Turkish preaching service on

Sabbath morn, 40.

Greek preaching service on Sabbath

evening, 15.

Sabbath school, with classes in English,

Turkish and Greek, 50.

We do not wish to say much about our

school until we get it thoroughly manned.

It has done well, and I have an opportu-

nity of meeting and studying the Bible

with twenty boys every morning. We be-

lieve the Lord will bless the seed sown.

I think the Board would be acting wise-

ly if they would send us another mission-

ary. A minister does not get ready to

preach in a month nor in a year. I believe

our field is white to the harvest. All we

want is workers. You know the harvest

is often lost for lack of reapers. May
the Lord thrust forth laborers into His

harvest.

Twelve days later Mr. Easson wrote the

following notes of a trip to Famagusta

:

Saturday, Jan. 5.—Taking our new col-

porteur, Athanasios Zacharakis, with me, I

started for Famagusta about 8 a. m. After

we had been on the road about half an

hour it began to rain, and was showery all

day, and hence the roads were very muddy,

and especially in the places where they

were working on them. In places they

had put from a foot to a foot and a half

of red earth on the road, and the rain made

it so soft that we had to turn out into the

fields, and it being a rough, stony coun-

try, we had a good shaking up.

We reached Kuklia, the half-way vil-

lage, about 11 a. m., put up our horse and

went into the coffee house for shelter. The

colporteur opened his satchel of books and
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tracts for inspection. He gave away somp

tracts, and during our noon rest he sold

two copies of the “Proverbs of Solomon”

to some Moslems who were there. Others

spent some time reading in the Psalms, but

did not seem to think they could spare

money to buy.

A Greek policeman asked for a Bible,

and we took his name and address. When
we went in they were treating each other

to intoxicating drinks, and thus the sub-

ject of drinking was naturally opened, and

after a while they seemed to be ashamed to

go on drinking—at least no more was

asked for while we were there.

We reached Famagusta about 3 p. H.

and found our friend Mr. Mahiel Loizides,

a young man from Larnaca, who had been

kind enough to make all the arrangements

for our visit and meetings. He took us

to the Victoria Hotel, where he had se-

cured lodgings for us and made arrange-

ments for us to have our meetings in the

hotel parlor. After a little inquiry we

found that as the following Monday was

the Greek Christmas we would not be able

to have a meeting on Sabbath evening, so

we had it announced that we would have a

preaching service in the hotel parlor at

2 :30 p. M. on Sabbath, and that on Mon-
day and Tuesday evenings we would give

illustrated lectures on the life of Christ, in

the same place.

About 2 p. M. Sabbath Mr. Loizides

came in and said that the hotel keeper and

others would like if I would hold the ser-

vice down in the club room. They said it

was a larger place, and also, as it opened

on the street, perhaps some would come in

who would not go up to the parlor, so we

carried the table I had arranged for a pul-

pit down to the club room.

I took for my text Matt. 22 :42, “What
think ye of Christ? Whose Son is He?”
etc.

I pointed out that this was still a very

important question. Christ is the revealer

of the Father. No one cometh to the

Father but by Him. No man knows the

Father but the Son, and He to whom the

Son will reveal Him, etc. Christ is the

one who sends the Holy Spirit into the

world, etc. And in many ways I showed

that He was the only Saviour and the ap-

pointed Mediator between God and man.

After the sermon the colporteur made a

few remarks on the same subject. There

were about forty in the room, and during

the service many stopped at the door, and

after listening a while went on their way.

In the evening the colporteur went down

to the club room and improved the op-

portunities presented for speaking a word

for Jesus.

Monday, Jan. 7.—This is the Greek

Christmas, and all of the stores and shops

are closed. All of the preparations, the

buying and selling, scrubbing and scour-

ing, were done yesterday, the Lord’s feast

day, but to-day, a day of man’s appoint-

ing, is kept holy as far as work is con-

cerned. We found it even very difficult to

get a cooked dinner. The good restaurants

were all closed, as most of the strangers

had left the city, and the few that_ were

left were invited to dine with friends in

the city.

Famagusta is noted for fruit gardens, so

in the morning I went with Mr. Loizides

and another Larnaca friend to see these

gardens, and in the afternoon we visited

Old Famagusta. This old city is all in

ruins. A few small shops and houses have

been built among the ruins and are occu-

pied by 200 or 300 Moslems, who use the

ruins of St. Sophia as their mosque. This

St. Sophia was once the finest church in

the place, and it is grand even in its ruined

state. I am told that the old city, before

the Mohammedan conquest, contained 365

churches, one for every day in the year,

and each dedicated to some saint.
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There is nothing of this ancient glory

left but the wall and moat, both of which

extend around the city from sea to sea.

The British Government is talking of

cleaning out the old harbor, so that war-

ships and large merchant steamers may
enter and be safe from winter storms, and

after this is done to build a railroad to

Nicosia. The Larnaca people are plead-

ing for a branch line from Kuklia, but

with what result remains to be seen.

In the evening we gave our first lecture

on the life of Christ, beginning with a

view of the visit of the shepherds on the

night of the Saviour’s birth. The club

room was crowded and many stood in the

hall and others by the street door. About

120 could both see the pictures and hear

the remarks made, and there were many
others who could hear what was said, al-

though they could see nothing. All seemed

pleased, and some said, “The place is too

small; we must have the schoolhouse for

to-morrow night.” We told them we were

ready to go to the schoolhouse if they could

secure it, but if not, we would lecture in

the club room.

Tuesday, Jan. 8.—I awoke rather out

of sorts this morning. I had walked more

than usual yesterday and got rather warm
standing by the lantern in the crowded

room, and then as the night did not seem

very cold I did not take care of myself as

I should have done after the lecture. The
result is that I am so stiff and sore that I

%

can hardly get up and down. I did not go

out much during the day.

In the evening, just before the time for

the lecture, Mr. Loizides came in and told

me that the hotel keeper did not wish to

have the lecture in the club room.

It seems that last night many had

ordered tea or coffee and cakes, etc., just

before the lights were put out for the lec-

ture, and then went out with the crowd

without paying their bills, and he was

afraid they urnuld try the same thing

again, and as I was getting ready to take

the canvas upstairs, some proposed the

schoolhouse again, and especially a young

man whose father was on the school com-

mittee, so he went to see his father, and

came back with permission to use the

schoolhouse. Our lecture was delayed a

little, but as the schoolhouse was near the

hotel, the change did not keep any away

who wished to come. We had a large audi-

ence again, and one-half was new, as

many of the schoolboys were out.

In these lectures we illustrated many of

the miracles and parables of our Lord.

Every scene was accompanied with appro-

priate remarks. No one present will be

able to say in that great day, “We never

heard the story of the cross,” for Christ, as

the only Saviour and Mediator between

God and man, was fully and plainly pre-

sented. May God bless the truth of His

word and make it powerful to the salva-

tion of souls.

China.—Olive Trees is indebted to

Rev. John Lynd, D.D., of Belfast, Ireland,

for the following item, clipped from the

Newsletter of Dec. 27, 1900 :

“The Standard correspondent at Pekin

says : The sufferings of the missionaries

in the interior do not seem to have at-

tracted much attention at home, over-

shadowed as they have been by the stirring

events at Pekin. No one, however, can

read unmoved the following letter, writ-

ten by Mrs. Atwater to her relatives just

before she was done to death, which has

lately reached Tientsin. It is the longest

of three letters from this poor lady, and

contains the only direct news that has ar-

rived at the coast of the fifty-nine for-

eigners murdered by the miscreant Yu-
Hsien in Shansi

:

“ ‘Fenchoufu, 3d August, 1900.
“ ‘My Dear, Dear Ones—I have tried to
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gather courage to write to you once more.

How am I to write all the horrible details

of these days ? I would rather spare you.

The dear ones at Shouyang, seven in all,

including our lovely girls, were taken

prisoners and brought to T aiyuan in

irons, and there by the Governor’s orders

beheaded, together with the T’aiyuan

friends, thirty-three souls. The following

day the Roman Catholic priests and nuns

from T’aiyuan were also beheaded, ten

souls yesterday. Three weeks after these

had perished, our mission at Taku was at-

tacked, and our six friends there, and sev-

eral brave Christians who stood by them,

were beheaded. We are now waiting our

call home. We have tried to get away to

the hills, but the plans do not work. Our

things are being stolen right and left, for

the people know that we are condemned.

Why our lives have been spared we cannot

tell. The proclamation says that whoever

kills us will be doing the Governor a great

service. Our magistrate has kept peace so

far, but if these men come from Taku

there is not much hope, and there seems

none any way we turn. The foreign sol-

diers are in Pao-ting-fu, and it is said that

peace is made. This would save us in any

civilized land, no matter what people may
say. The Governor seems to be in haste to

finish his bloody work, for there is little

doubt he was sent to Shansi.
“ ‘Dear ones, I long for a sight of your

dear faces, but I fear we shall not meet on

earth. I have loved you all so much, and

now you will not forget the one who lies

in China. There never were sisters and

brothers like mine. I am preparing for

the end very quietly and calmly. The
Lord is wonderfully near, and He will not

fail me. I was very restless and excited

while there seemed a chance of life, but

God has taken away that feeling, and now
I just pray for grace to meet the terrible

end bravely. The pain will soon be over.

and, oh, the sweetness of the welcome

above.

“‘My little baby will go with me. I think

God will give it to me in heaven, and my
dear mother will be so glad to see us. I

cannot imagine the Saviour’s welcome.

Oh, that ill compensate for all these days

of suspense. Dear ones, live near to God

and cling less closely to earth. There is no

other way by which we can receive that

peace from God which passeth understand-

ing. I would like to send a special mes-

sage to each of you, but it tries me too

much. I must keep calm and still these

hours. I do not regret coming to China,

but I am sorry I have done so little. My
married life—two precious years—has

been so very full of happiness. We will

die together, my dear husband and I.

“
‘I used to dread separation. If we

escape now it will be a miracle. I send

my love to you all, and the dear friends

who remember me. Your loving sister,

“ ‘Lizzie/
"

Dr. Lynd accompanies this touching let-

ter with a brief statement in regard to the

writer, which will be read with peculiar

interest: The writer, Mrs. Atwater, was a

sister of one of the subscribers to Olive

Tkees—Mr. W. G. Graham. She had

been brought up in the Newry R. P. Con-

gregation, and was a member of it till she

sailed for China about four years ago as

governess in the family of Rev. Mr.

Pigott, a missionary in the Province of

Shansi. When she had been there about

two years she became the wife of Rev.

Ernest Atwater, an American Baptist mis-

sionary, stationed at Fenchoufu, in the

Shansi Province.

When leaving the mission premises,

going forth to death, she managed to hand

an envelope to the gatekeeper. He kept it

for two months. His son going on busi-

ness to Tientsin, brought it to Rev. Dr.

Porter, of the American Board there. Dr.



80 News of the Churches.

Porter forwarded the letter with other

brief notes accompanying to friends in

Ireland, and gave a copy to the correspond-

ent of the London Standard. From the

Standard it was copied into Irish papers.

We knew Mrs. Atwater well, as she fre-

quently visited her brother and wor-

shipped with us when she was in Belfast.

It adds to the pathos of the letter and

helps to understand one allusion in it to

know that Mrs. Atwater wTas about to be

confined.

New Hebrides.—Quarterly Jottings

for January contains the following refer-

ence to the work on the Island of Nguna,

taken by permission from a letter written

by Rev. Maurice Frater to his friends at

home. After describing the beauty of the

natural scenery, Mr. Frater writes

:

“But Nguna has another kind of beau-

ty, which is more resplendent
;
it is a living

monument to the power of the gospel. The

changes we have witnessed defy descrip-

tion, and when described seem a fable for

the credulous. The labors of the Rev. Mr.

and Mrs. Milne have certainly been at-

tended with exceptional success.

“The religious revolution wrought on

Nguna has for rapidity and range of re-

sult no parallel in the New Hebrides.

Heathenism is in ruins, and idols are kept

as gospel trophies. The whole people call

themselves by the name of Jehovah.

“Last Sabbath was the communion, and

it was a privilege to behold such a great

sight. For three or four days before, peo-

ple arrived from all the other islands

around Nguna, on which Mr. Milne has

been laboring, until the village here was

full to overflowing. It was just like Glas-

gow in New Year week. All the natives

make an earnest attempt to look as re-

spectable as possible; and the sight which

met our eyes was extremely gratifying.

“The church holds 600, but so large was

the gathering that accommodation could

not be provided for all, and small crowds

of people congregated around each of the

four doors. As Mr. Milne and I took our

seats at the communion table the sight of

so many faces, some of them indelibly

stamped with the memorials of pre-Chris-

tian days, was indeed inspiring, and par-

ticularly so to me.

“My imagination and heart were

kindled at the glorious sight, which bore

evidence that the Christianization of

Nguna was complete, and that its dusky

people were at length liberated from the

fetters of heathenism with which they

were so strongly manacled. Their faces

are all turned heavenward, and we had

the glory of calling them Christian

brethren. I esteemed it an honor and

privilege to address such an assemblage.

At the forenoon service Mr. Milne bap-

tized sixty-one persons
;
some of them were

old men who bore on their bodies traces of

a former cruel barbarism. It was very

gratifying, too, to see Christian parents

bringing forward their infants for bap-

tism.”

Fiji.—Not long ago a party of twenty-

eight Fiji Christians left their homes for

missionary work in New Guinea and New
Britain. At a farewell service some of

the young men spoke words which for

their simplicity and devotion should in-

spire their fellow Christians throughout

the world. James said : “I am greatly

glad to be here with you all, and I am
thankful to go in this work. I came this

far in the strength of Jesus Christ. As

He came into this world to suffer, so He
will make us strong to suffer, if necessary.

I came with this message : Whatever God

calls upon me to do, He will help me to

do it, and so I fear not.” Joni said: “I

stand forth before you, a young man, to

say a few words to you, my elders. While
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in Fiji, I heard words from New Guinea,

calling for help, and I said, ‘Let me give

it.’ I was told that they might kill and

eat us there, but I was not afraid to meet

that. It is gladness to me to take the

gospel of Christ to those in darkness.”

Only a few years ago the people of Fiji

were sunk in the darkest savagery. What

they are to-day they are because of the

gospel of our Lord carried to them by

faithful missionaries.

In the light of such an event, it is easy

to see how accurate are the words of Mr.

Bullen in his story, “The Cruise of the

Cachalot.” After saying what mission-

aries themselves would be the first to ad-

mit, that they are not all wise and pru-

dent, that although the pioneers of the

missionary enterprise in the South Seas

had to face dangers and miseries past tell-

ing, the missionary’s lot in the Polynesia

of to-day is not often a hard one, so far

as the mere physical comforts and con-

veniences of life are concerned. Mr. Bul-

len proceeds : “But when all has been said

that can be said against the missionaries,

the solid bastion of fact remains that, in

consequence of their labors, the whole vile

character of the populations of the Pacific

has been changed, and where wickedness

runs riot to-day, it is due largely to the

hindrances placed in the way of the noble

efforts of the missionaries by those who

vilify them. The task of spreading Chris-

tianity would not, after all, be so difficult

were it not for the efforts of those apostles

of the devil to keep the islands as they

would like them to be—places where lust

runs riot day and night, murder may be

done with impunity, slavery flourishes,

and all evil may be indulged in, free from

law, order, or restraint.”—Church Calen-

dar.

Olive Trees contains full and reliable

news from the Foreign Missions.

AT HOME.

Allegheny, Pa.—-Mrs. B. J. George

requests us to acknowledge the receipt of

one dollar from “Conscience” to the Aged

People’s Home.

Items from Central Board :

Financial Statement.

Overdraft Overdraft
Jan.1,1901. Receipts. Expenses. Feb.1,1901.

Domestic Mission, 81,238.70 $490.76 $170.50 $918.44

Chinese Home Mis-
sion 66.60 90.95 26.60 2.25

On hand
Feb. 1, 1901.

Southern Mission 80.46 536.46 411.66 44.34
On hand

Jan. 1, 1901.

Indian Mission... 270.03 367.74 233.33 404.44

Jewish “ .. 353.50 144.68 138.00 360.18

Sustentation Fund 755.35 83.02 838.37

Domestic.—Eev. S. R. Wallace will

labor in Chicago the month of May, and

Mr. Robert Clarke, who will finish his

course in the seminary this spring, the

months of June, July and August.

The Billings Mission Station was

organized into a congregation on the 17th

of December, 1900. The membership is

27. Services are held at Summit school

house, two and one-half miles east of the

town. Prayer meeting is held every other

Wednesday evening at the homes of the

members.

Reports as to the fulfillment of appoint-

ments were received at the meeting of the

Board Feb. 20 from the clerks of Pitts-

burgh, Kansas and Colorado Presbyteries.

(See minutes, p. 106, 10th line from the

top.) A dividend of 25 per cent, was de-

clared, making a total of 75 per cent, for

the year.

Indian.—Rev. J. R. W. Stevenson ac-

cepted the appointment of the Board, and

with his wife arrived at the mission on

Feb. 9. They came at a very opportune

time, as the mission force needed rest.

There has been a number of cases of

“grip.” The smallpox has not disappeared

from the surrounding country. One of

the members of the church, Becenta Mar-
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tinez, died from this disease. Miss Moore,

who returned home for a season of rest, is

better and hopes ere long to return. The

special agent to make allotments to the

Indians is expected to arrive soon, and

will co-operate with Mr. Carithers, so that

likely everything will be arranged satis-

factorily.

It was just twelve years ago on the 15th

of last February when Mr. Carithers en-

tered upon his work in the Territory. The

mission has had its trials and discourage-

ments, but it has prospered to a remark-

able degree. Its success should be an in-

centive to the Church to engage more ear-

nestly in efforts to reach with the gospel

the unsaved, to trust more implicitly the

Divine promises and to pray more believ-

ingly for the Divine blessing.

Southern .—The enrollment thus far in

the school is about 400. The workers are

all in their place except Miss Lena Beattie,

who is away for the benefit of her health.

She is improving and hopes to be back in

the school soon. Mrs. Kynett is taking

her place. Mrs. Reed has charge of the

music. Everything is moving along

smoothly and the prospects for a success-

ful school year are very encouraging.

The congregation has just cancelled a

debt of about $100 by a special effort.

Chinese.—Mr. and Mrs. Johnston ar-

rived at Oakland on the 4th of January

and proceeded at once to the mission

building, which they found nicely cleaned

and in good order. During the month of

January the enrollment was 22, and in

February 26, with an average attendance

of 1314.

The first Sabbath of April is the day

appointed by Synod for the collection for

the sustentation fund
; $6,000 is the

amount recommended to be raised.

At the last meeting of Synod the writer

introduced a resolution to the effect that

hereafter all settled congregations need-

ing aid should apply to the Board of Sus-

tentation. The resolution, which was in-

tended to be simply a “feeler,” was re-

ferred to the Committee of Finance. No
reference is made to it either in the min-

utes or the report of the committee. At

the last meeting of Kansas Presbytery

“congregations with settled pastors were

urged to apply to the Sustentation Board

rather than the Board of Missions for

help.” This 'is exactly in harmony with

the resolution referred to above. If the

change suggested be made—and why can it

not ?—there would be a decided gain.

The Mission Conference recommended

at the last meeting of Synod an appropria-

tion of $8,600, to be distributed among

about forty congregations. Of these twen-

ty had pastors, eight stated supplies and

twelve were vacant. The first twenty come

properly under the province of the Board

of Sustentation. The second eight might

also receive aid from it. This would leave

only twelve to be otherwise provided for.

If this change were made, the distribu-

tion of the funds would be more equitable

than it now is. All congregations that

need help could apply. The same con-

ditions would be required of all. These

could be easily complied with. “The aver-

age of seven dollars a member” is now “re-

quired of congregations applying for aid

to the sustentation fund, instead of eight,”

as before. There is not a congregation

in the Church that cannot average this

amount. Besides, there would be no ap-

pearance of the partiality as there is in

the present method. And then the prov-

ince of each of the Boards and of the

Presbyteries would be so clearly defined

that there would be no danger of one in-

truding on that of the other. The Board

of Sustentation would have charge of

settled congregations and perhaps congre-

gations with stated supplies needing help;

the Presbyteries of the unsettled con-
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gregations, and the Central Board of new

stations. This change would obviate the

necessity for the holding of a mission con-

ference, which, though answering a good

purpose, is only a makeshift. Presbyteries

could apply direct to Synod for the small

amount they would need for aiding their

vacancies. Their applications for aid

would be referred to the Committee on

Finance, which could examine them with

more care and get fuller information than

.can the Conference. As it is, the recom-

mendations of the latter do not always

stand as reported. They are sometimes

changed on the floor of Synod, and as the

result there is at times confusion. This

was the case at the last meeting in the

case of Billings, Oklahoma. The Central

Board had difficulty in deciding as to the

appropriation. In order, however, that

this change may be made, the collection

for the sustentation fund should be a very

liberal one; $6,000 are needed.

J. W. Sproull.

Boston, Mass.—The Boston National

Reform Convention was held in Park

Street Church, Jan. 22, 1901. The ad-

dresses were of a high order. The Journal

,

the Herald and the Globe gave good re-

ports on Tuesday evening and Wednesday

morning. The American Citizen devoted

a page on two successive weeks to reports

of the speeches. Reports were also given

in the Morning Star, the Midland, the

United Presbyterian and the Christian

Nation. The audience reached was not

small. We were specially interested in the

opening address by the chairman, Rev. J.

A. Alexander, on “The Aims of the Move-

ment.” He is a promising young minister

of the U. P. Church in Cambridge. He
talks like a Covenanter. The last ad-

dress, by Rev. Chas. A. Crane, D.D., of

the M. E. Church of East Boston, was

also perilously near Covenanter ground.

“The Responsibility of the Nation for the

Liquor Traffic” was his topic. He based

his remarks on the relation between princi-

pal and agent. According to the old

Roman proverb, “What I do by another

I do myself.” The voters act through their

representatives in office. The officers grant

licenses to the saloon keepers. The saloon

keepers are the agents of the officers, and

the officers are the agents of the people.

The people are the saloon keepers. It is

humiliating to me that while I am an am-

bassador for Christ to the people, I am also

a saloon keeper. Now the Covenanters

go one step further and say quit the saloon

business.

Rev. S. G. Shaw, Ph.D., led the dis-

cussion on “Christian Citizenship, True

and Counterfeit.” It was a well-thought-

through address. He made his points

clear and forcible, and he very pleasantly

claimed for himself as a Christian citizen

the right of political dissent. Rev. S. Mc-

Naugher spoke well on “The Divine In-

stitution of Civil Government.” He
planted himself on bedrock, the 13th chap-

ter of Romans and first seven verses. He
gave an exposition of that passage with

telling effect. Rev. Wm. H. Thomas, D.D.,

pastor of the Charles Street A. M. E.

Church, read a paper on “The Remedy for

Lynching.” He is a fine representative of

his race—something of the Fred Douglass

type. His wife was brought up in the Sec-

ond R. P. Church of New York, under

the ministry of Rev. Dr. Stevenson. Her
influence upon her husband is apparent.

He has Reformation principles. Several

times he quoted the Shorter Catechism.

Rev. Benjamin F. Trueblood, LL.D.,

spoke eloquently upon “The Responsibility

of Great Britain and the United States

for the Peace of the Nations.” He is a

Quaker. He is editor of the Peace Advo-

cate. He regards this nation and the

mother country as called of God to teach

the nations peace. But he fears they will
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not accept this high calling, and will be

set aside, and another raised up to take

their place.

The speech that reached the high-water

mark in the convention was delivered by

Eev. W. J. Coleman, on “The Nation’s Alle-

giance to Christ the King.” The effect was

telling. The position taken was high and

invincible. Another address came out flat-

footed for political dissent. No one can

go deeper than that in striking at the root

of secularism in our land.

J. M. Foster.

Denison, Kan.—Brother S. R. Wallace

headed a procession of perhaps over a

thousand people last Saturday in Holton,

which proceeded from one of the churches

to the place of business of three “joints.”

After offering a chance to promise to close

up, they demolished the stock and fixtures

“a la Mrs. Nation” and returned home.

I hear the raid was to be repeated on

Monday if necessary to stop them. The

people of Kansas needed some one to show

them that it was lawful to “smash” an un-

lawful institution, but they seem quite

disposed to practice what they have

learned. It is a sort of moral tonic to live

out here now. Com.

In publishing the foregoing item from a

private letter we do not wish to be mis-

understood as endorsing violence in the

interest of moral reforms. It may be legal

to destroy the property of a man who is

engaged in an unlawful and immoral busi-

ness, but, as we read the Scriptures, it is

not justifiable. The women did much for

the cause of temperance in Ohio a quarter

of a century ago, but the weapon they used

was prayer and not a hatchet. When the

weapons which God has provided for the

salvation of men and the amelioration of

society are exchanged for weapons of

human invention, it is, in our opinion,

folly to talk of being workers together

with God.

East End, Pittsburgh, Pa.

—

The de-

gree of D.D. has been conferred on Rev.

D. C. Martin by Grove City College.

On the evening of Feb. 1, at a sociable

held in the church, after a previously pre-

pared programme, musical and literary,

had been carried out, Rev. J. W. Sproull

surprised the pastor and his wife by pre-

senting for the congregation an exceed-

ingly comfortable chair to the former and

a beautiful bouquet of roses to the latter.

Every family in the congregation was

represented in the contributions for the

procuring of these testimonials of good

will.

In the church on the evening of Feb.

14 a large assembly gathered to witness

the marriage of Wm. Cooper Bond and

Miss Rachel Mary Martin, second daugh-

ter of the pastor. The father performed

the ceremony, and Dr. McAllister led in

prayer.

Glenwood, Minn.—At the last meet-

ing of Synod, the delegate from Reno Con-

gregation and some other members were

not in favor of depending on supplies for

preaching, but of making a call for a pas-

tor right away. After Synod, however, we
were disappointed and overruled in that

desire, as some were in favor of having

supplies and of hearing a number preach,

from whom a choice could be made.

Our communion services were con-

ducted by Rev. T. P. Robb, D.D., assisted

by Rev. L. Meyer. Since then the pulpit

has been well supplied, though at present

(Feb. 6, 1901) we are without any

preacher. We have, however, asked for

some one to come to us as soon as possible.

J. L. Ewing.

Philadelphia, Pa.

—

The thirtieth an-

nual report of the Ladies’ Missionary So-

ciety of the Third Church of the Cove-

nanters :

We have to report an increase in mem-
bership of one, and a decrease of one by
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resignation, leaving sixty-seven members

enrolled. We have held nine regular

monthly business meetings, and our treas-

ury shows the largest amount collected in

any one year.

Amount collected for dues $160.28

Received from honorary members. 5.50

Total $165.78

DISBURSEMENTS.

To Foreign Mission (Syria) $50.00

To Foreign Mission (China) .... 15.00

To Domestic Mission 15.00

To Home Chinese Mission 10.00

To Southern Mission 10.00

To Indian Mission 10.00

To Jewish Mission 10.00

To Jewish Mission Building Fund. 25.00

To bed furnishings Indian Mission 6.00

To donation 10.00

Total $161.00

Balance to date $4.78

In entering on our thirty-first year, we
feel encouraged to continue in the work
with renewed zeal, until it can be said of

us as a society, “She hath done what she

could.”

Mrs. K. Service, Treas.

Elizabeth Forsyth, Cor. Sec’y.

Linton, Ia.

—

Resolutions on the death

of Mrs. Grace Allen :

Whereas, God in His Providence re-

moved b3
r death our beloved co-laborer and

sister in Christ, Mrs. Grace Allen, there-

fore,

Resolved, first, That we deem it our duty

to testify to our admiration of her Chris-

tian character and zeal in the service of

our Lord

;

Second, That, while we fully realize the

great loss we have sustained by the death

of so eminent and efficient a worker and

such an exemplary member of the Church,

yet we bow in humble submission to the

will of God;

Third, That in her death we have an-

other admonition of the uncertainty of

life, and a renewed call to activity and

faithfulness in the Master’s service;

Fourth, That we tender our heartfelt

sympathy to her husband, children, mother

and mother-in-law and sisters in their be-

reavement and commend them to Christ, to

whom we can take all our griefs and sor-

rows
;

Fifth, That out of respect to her

memory it is desired that these resolutions

be entered upon our minutes, a copy pre-

sented to the family of the deceased and

copies be sent to the Christian Nation and

Olive Trees for publication.

Mrs. Susan Reed,

Mrs. Anna Martin,

Committee.

Pittsburgh, Pa.

—

We are indebted to

Mr. D. Chesnut for an invitation to the

annual anniversary exercises of the

Chinese school connected with the Eighth

Street Reformed Presbyterian Church,

which were held Monday evening, Feb. 25,

1901. Great credit is due to Mr. Chesnut

for maintaining for so many years and so

successfully this missionary enterprise.

On the evening of Feb. 5 a large num-

ber of members of the congregation and

friends assembled in the lecture room to

welcome home Dr. McAllister. The study

had been entirely refitted, unknown to the

pastor, who, on entering, manifested both

his surprise and gratification. Words of

welcome were spoken by Drs. R. C. Wylie,

D. C. Martin and J. W. Sproull, to which

Dr. McAllister feelingly responded. The

rest of the evening was spent socially,

those present partaking of the good things

that had been provided. An agreeable

surprise was a box of beautiful flowers, ac-

companied by a card, on which was writ-
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ten “Welcome,” from the Young People’s

Society of the neighboring synagogue.

The new synagogue is being built on the

site of the old, the lot adjoining. The

young people have been occupying the lec-

ture room of the church in the meantime.

In this way they showed both their appre-

ciation of the courtesy extended and their

desire to share with the congregation their

joy in the safe return of its pastor.

Wilkinsburg, Pa.—The Wilkinsburg

Congregation met with a great loss in the

death of Mrs. Louisa M. Boyd, which oc-

curred on Friday, Dec. 7, 1900. Mrs. Boyd's

childhood home was in West Newton, Pa.

She was brought up in the Presbyterian

Church, and made a public profession of

religion in that Church in early life. In

ISIS she, with her husband and family,

removed to Wilkinsburg, and in the same

year united with the Reformed Presby-

terian Congregation of that place, then

under the pastoral charge of the Rev.

Joseph Hunter. She was ever loyal to the

principles of the Church, liberal in the

support of its various lines of work, regu-

lar and devout in her attendance upon the

ordinances. Her piety was of the type

that commends the cause of Christ. Those

who knew her best most highly appreciated

her worth. The pastor feels that he has

met with a personal loss, for her stead-

fast loyalty was a source of inspiration in

both pastoral and pulpit work. She had

completed her seventy-sixth year one

month previous to her death. Her hus-

band, William Boyd, was suddenly called

awav about five years ago. Her two

daughters, who have been bereft of the

faithful guide of their youth and the

counselor of their young womanhood, have

the sympathy of a wide circle of friends.

R. C. Wylie.

Wyman, Ia.—Minute of Rehoboth

(Iowa) session :

It is with feelings of sorrow that we

record the death of our esteemed brother

in the eldership. Thomas G. Dunn. After

nearly two years of continued illness from

consumption, he fell asleep in Jesus, Jan.

14, 1901.

While bowing in submission to the will

of our Heavenly Father in this dispensa-

tion of His providence, and desiring to

feel ourselves admonished to work while

it is called to-day, seeing the night cometh

wherein no man can work, we would place

upon record our appreciation of Mr. Dunn

as a man and a member of this court.

Punctual in attending our meetings, and

wise in his counsels, he ever sought the

purity and prosperity of the congregation,

and was always ready to forward the

things which make for peace. He had been

long identified with the interests of Reho-

both Congregation. Coming into its

bounds when a young man, soon after its

organization, in 1855, he was the first

member received on profession by its ses-

sion. In 1876 he was chosen to the office

of ruling elder, which he filled with great

acceptance until his death.

As a man, Mr. Dunn believed that ex-

ample is stronger than precept, and so he

lived a consistent Christian life. Having

reached the allotted limit of our earthly

sojourn—three-score and ten years—his

latter end was peace. Not even the shadow

of a cloud dimmed his faith, as he closed

his eyes on earthly scenes, and passed into

the world beyond. To the bereaved wife

and children we tender our sincere sym-

pathy, praying that He who comforts His

children in all their trials may comfort

them.

A copy of this minute was ordered to be

sent to the familv of the deceased, and

also to our Church papers for publication.

J. A. Black,

Moderator.

J. B. Dodds, Clerk.
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MONOGRAPHS.

A BACKWARD GLANCE.

Our twelve years in Zahleh are finished

and we are now in Beirut—a new home, a

new location and a new future. There is

time only for a glance backward before we

become engrossed in new duties. The work

of foreign missionaries in any mission

field is largely that of laying foundations

and planning for others. We did not

enter Zahleh as pioneers—others had been

there before us. We did not go wholly new

to the people and work, seeing that it is

seventeen years since I first came to Syria

fresh from Princeton, and Mrs. Hoskins,

born of missionary parents, claims Syria

as the land of her birth. So the twelve

years have been years of service, how hard

and continuous we know; how successful

others must judge in years to come. We
opened our new home in the station soon

after it had been smitten by the death of

Rev. Gerald F. Dale and depressed by

other changes following his removal. For

a good part of two years we shared the re-

sponsibility of the work with Rev. G. A.

Ford, of Sidon, then came Mr. W. S. Wat-

son and wife, for a year. For eight years

we have been associated with Mr. and Mrs.

Wm. Jessup; one year we spent alone. We
have tried to do our share of every form of

missionary effort—in preaching, com-

munion services, pastoral work, touring,

supervision of the outstations and schools,

with ten thousand other items which would

never find a place in the life of a pastor in

the United States. Kind friends have en-

abled us to do more for the sick, the

orphans, the poor, in good literature and

educational aid, than falls to the lot of

most missionaries. These are privileges

for which we are devoutly thankful.

Into our home we have welcomed five

little children, two of whom went back to

God and three remain to make our hearts

glad. The Arabs say, “The guest is from

God.’’ In this God has highly favored

us, for few have been the days when our

household has eaten and slept alone. Mrs.

Hoskins has borne this part of the service

bravely. Callers have ranged from a few

to more than 100 in a day, and guests from

a single person to ten or twelve daily. The

poor and the hungry so learned the way

to our doors, and we trust that no worthy

suppliant ever went empty away. Years

of service, years of privilege, not lacking in

joy, not unmixed with sorrow, but years

rich and full of blessing. No other spot,

no other home, no other service, can ever

hold quite such a warm place in our hearts

—there we began our married life, there

we opened our home, there we welcomed

our children, there we came closer to the

people than perhaps we can ever hope to

come again.

Zahleh has changed greatly during the

twelve years. Many of the old lanes which

were once wide steps paved with slippery

stones are now carriage roads and kept in

fairly good repair. When we arrived the

town boasted of one single carriage. We
often journeyed in this to Othora, where

we caught the old lumbering six-horse dili-

gence for Beirut or Damascus. Now there

are fifty carriages which run down daily

to the station where the railroad takes the

place of the old diligence and its pictur-

esque accompaniments. When we arrived

in 1888 there were two tile roofs in the

town—our church and the Jesuit building.

Now there are hundreds of tile roofs all

through the town, where the walls are

changing from the old mud bricks to neat-

ly cut stone. Inside the houses the

changes are even greater. There are more
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comforts of every kind; the older houses

lacked chairs, tables, curtains and lamps.

Stoves were almost unknown, now there

are hundreds. In those days the only pic-

tures were those claiming worship,

wretched daubs or chromos. Now the walls

are lined with photos of young men and

brides and families and beautifully

colored Scripture scenes. The old saints

have been taken down or brushed aside

forever.

Books were exceedingly scarce. During

the twelve years they have greatly in-

creased. The Bible leads in all quarters,

and is almost always the first book bought.

We have distributed not less than 6,000

Bibles and Testaments and parts, and

have given 368 Bibles as prizes to boys

and girls for faultless recitation of the

Westminster Shorter Catechism. Sixty-

nine were thus given in this present year

—one school, that of Kefr Zebad, securing

nineteen prizes. Quite recently we made a

special effort to sell at a nominal price the

History of the Reformation in two vol-

umes, and more than 100 sets were eagerly

raised and paid for. Among those who
bought were Catholic priests. Catholic

teachers, Greeks, Maronites and Jews.

Prominent cities in the United States

have for years been calling prominent

preachers from over the seas to fill pulpits.

In 1888 the people of Beirut hardly knew

where Boston was. In 1900 there were

enough enterprising Syrians there to call

a priest from our field to go and save them.

We added to his outfit a Bible, one volume

of Dr. Eddy’s commentary, and will send

him the History of the Reformation by

mail. I can wish the priest were a better

man intellectually and spiritually, but we

hope the atmosphere of Boston may work

some much needed changes.

During the twenty-eight years’ history

of Zahleh Station the attitude of the peo-

ple toward Evangelistic Protestant Chris-

tianity has greatly changed. The first

missionaries in 1856-58 were mobbed and

stoned and literally driven out of the town.

There were outbursts of fanaticism at the

first Protestant service, the first baptism,

the first wedding, and most emphatically

at the first burial. Time and time again

the Government interfered in behalf of

Protestants, until the church was built,

schools opened and toleration became an

accomplished fact. Since then the Prot-

estant community, while not gaining

greatly in numbers, has won the respect of

all its enemies, is recognized and honored

by the local officials and enjoys almost

every right in Lebanon which we care to

claim for it.

No human standard can measure the

reflex influences exerted by our Protestant

homes, our Protestant services, the leaven

of the gospel permeating the whole com-

munity through our schools, our literature

and our Bibles. Our thirty schools have

caused the opening of another 100 schools,

over which we rejoice, even though they

are often meant to destroy ours. Our
evangelical services have modified the

mummeries of the sects around us. Our
Bibles have forced the Jesuits to put an-

other edition into the hands of the people.

Our press and Christian literature has

spurred other presses, native and foreign,

to enter into this field. The vigor and

oftentimes the bitterness of competition

and opposition is a most sincere tribute to

the influence of our efforts. No one with

any fairness, looking into the community

at this time, could begrudge the compara-

tively small outlay made by the great rich

Presbyterian Church. I often think that

when the great ransomed throng gathers

round God’s throne in heaven, if regrets

are possible, there will be few bestowed

upon the money given to carry the gospel

and gospel blessings to the ends of the

earth. And perhaps among the gladdest
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surprises to individuals and to churches

will be the rich returns for the gifts to

foreign missions, not always given as free-

ly and as joyfully as we will wish they had

been.

A MISSIONARY FORECAST.

When the British Government publicly

announced its intention to reconquer the

Soudan by sending an expedition to Khar-

toum, the Syria Mission foresaw a great in-

crease in the demand for the Scriptures

as soon as the Soudan was open. The

manager of the press was at once directed

to proceed to London in order to purchase

a large and modern printing machine to

be used exclusively for Bible work, the old

press having been so used for nearly forty

years showing signs of dissolution. Two
years elapsed while the machine was being

built, transported to Beirut and set up

ready for work. During those two years

the English expedition had pushed vic-

toriously up the Nile, annihilated

Mahdism and reopened the Soudan into

the heart of Africa. The new press was

solemnly dedicated to its noble work, and

when the year 1900 opened the press had

in hand orders from the Bible societies for

over 40,000,000 pages of the Scriptures

—

more than can be printed and bound in a

year and a half. Since then other orders

have come in which will swell the output

of 1900 beyond any year’s work in the his-

tory of the Mission. To enable the Mis-

sion to respond to these demands the press

building has been rebuilt and greatly en-

larged in the interest of economy of pro-

duction. These are very tangible proofs

of the fact that the Bible is to-day the

most sought after and best selling book

in the Arabic-speaking world—one-eighth

of the human race. This justifies fully

the almost prophetic expectations of those

who labored for fifty years in the transla-

tion of the Bible, and then in the perfec-

tion of the splendid plant now known as

the Beirut Press.

F. E. Hoskins.

Beirut, Syria.

SELMA MISSION.

From February, 1870, until May, 1874,

our work in the South was suspended.

Several attempts to revive it were made
during that time, but without success.

“With a view of locating a mission.” Mr.

Lewis Johnston, licentiate and student of

theology of the fourth year, was appointed

to go South. He visited a number of lo-

calities. Two were recommended to the

Board, viz., Danville, Va., and Selma, Ala.

At its meeting, Feb. 16, 1874, the latter

was selected. Mr. Johnston wras placed in

charge and Mr. Elliott, a student of the-

ology of the second year, was appointed

assistant. On the 11th of May school was

opened in a rented building with an at-

tendance of fourteen scholars. It was a

great satisfaction to the entire Church,

that after an interval of more than four

3'ears, work among the freedmen was re-

sumed.

In the previous mission operations, only

white superintendents and teachers had

been employed. In the efforts to revive

the work after the suspension, the ap-

pointees were also white. It was circum-

stances rather than design that changed

the policy of the Board in this respect. A
colored student, a licentiate, was about to

complete his theological course, another

was in attendance at the seminary, while

several were at Geneva College. There was

no work in our Church for any colored

person who entered the ministry. We
were in a dilemma. The opening of this

new field seemed providential. For this

reason and also because of their fitness,

Messrs. Johnston and Elliott, both colored,

were appointed.

That determined our policy for a num-
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ber of years. Only colored superintend-

ents and teachers were employed perma-

nently until August, 1886, when Rev.

Hugh Reed, then pastor of Ryegate, Vt.,

Congregation, was chosen superintendent.

Since then the school has been under white

management.

On Oct. 14, 1874, Mr. Lewis Johnston

was ordained to the ministry by Pittsburg

Presbytery. It was not long after the

school was opened until a number of

scholars manifested a desire to unite with

our Church. In order that an opportu-

nity might be afforded them to do so, the

session of Pittsburg, at the recommenda-

tion of Pittsburg Presbytery, ordained,

April 15, 1875, as elders, Mr. Lewis John-

ston, Sr., and Mr. G. M. Elliott, thus se-

curing for the mission a session.

The congregation was organized, accord-

ing to Glasgow’s history, on the 21st of

May, 1875, with twenty-five communi-

cants, although it is not recognized as such

in the published minutes of either Presby-

tery or Synod until 1877, when the name
occurs in the statistical tables as one of

the congregations of Pittsburg Presbytery.

A foot-note adds, “Not before reported.”

In the same history, it is stated that Mr.

Johnston was installed pastor on the 21st

of May, 1875, although no published rec-

ord makes mention of the installation.

The property, now owned by the

Church, was bought at public sale on Dec.

28, 1874, at a cost of $1,500, and some

unpaid taxes. About $250 were expended

in repairs. It is in West Selma, on North

Street, and well located. There were on

the lot when purchased “a two-story frame

house,” used for mission purposes for a

time, and “a smaller frame building facing

a side street.” A portion of the lot was sub-

sequently sold by direction of the Board

for $245. The present church building

was erected at a cost of $3,000, under the

direction of Mr. Wm. Pearce, of Alle-

gheny. It was opened for worship free of

debt in August, 1878. The school build-

ing, containing twelve rooms, was erected

under the direction of Mr. Robert Glas-

gow, of Pittsburg, in 1881. Both build-

ings are well suited for the purposes in-

tended, but are in need of repairs.

Mr. Johnston’s connection with the mis-

sion terminated Oct. 31, 1876. He was

suspended from the ministry by Pittsburg

Presbytery for immoral conduct on the

14th of November, the same year. He is

now laboring, according to reports, with

success among the colored people in Ar-

kansas by appointment of the Presbyterian

Church. On the 21st of August, 1877,

Mr. G. M. Elliott was ordained by Pitts-

burg Presbytery to the office of the gospel

ministry, and on the 14th of December

installed by a commission of Pittsburg

Presbytery pastor of the congregation. In

1886 he was relieved from teaching that

he might give his whole time to minis-

terial and pastoral work. His relation with

the mission terminated in 1891, at which

time he engaged in teaching at Beaufort,

S. C.

At the August meeting of the Board,

1886, Rev. Hugh Reed, then pastor of Rye-

gate Congregation, was appointed princi-

pal of the school and placed in charge of

Pleasant Grove Mission. He entered upon

his duties in October, the beginning of the

school year.

During these years, notwithstanding nu-

merous discouragements, the work at Sel-

ma prospered. In 1877 the membership

had increased to seventy-seven, the Sab-

bath school had an enrollment of 139 and

the day school 495, with an average at-

tendance of 249. The object kept steadily

in view was not merely to impart a secu-

lar education, but also and especially to

make the school a center of mission opera-

tions. The school was intended to be a

mission school, and every attempt made to
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change its character was firmly resisted by

the Board. The Bible and catechisms were

studied in it and religious instruction im-

parted.

During these years the following per-

sons had been employed in connection with

the mission : Superintendents, Revs. Lewis

Johnston and G. M. Elliott; assistant su-

perintendent, Mr. John H. Echolls

;

teachers, Messrs. D. W. Boxley, John H.

Echolls, James H. Pickens, W. E. Rob-

bins, John Wildee, A. P. W. Williams,

Welbv Williams, the Misses Della Boyd,

Anna E. Echolls, A. E. Garrett, Anna E.

Grimmage, Emma J. Guy, Sadie R. Guy,

S. P. Kingston, Georgia Mallory,

Marshall, Ruth Hutcheson and the Mrs.

Cardoza, Lewis Johnston and G. M.

Simms.

Rev. J. M. Faris spent the winter of

1882-

83 in Selma for his wife's health, and

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Sloane the winter of

1883-

84. They assisted in the mission.

During these years the Board en-

deavored to extend its work. At its meet-

ing, Nov. 20, 1876, it resolved to start a

mission at Camden, a town of about 700

inhabitants, 100 miles south of Selma and

near the Alabama River. The prospects

were very encouraging. Mr. Wm. Mc-

Kinney, licentiate, was appointed to take

charge. He commenced work in the fall

of 1877. The reports at first were very

satisfactory, so much so that the question

as to canvassing the Church for funds with

which to buy a lot and erect a church was

seriously considered. The work was in-

terrupted bv the sickness of Mr. McKin-

ney, and the death of Mrs. McKinney,

which took place Oct. 6, 1877, and which

obliged him to come North. He did not

return until the beginning of 1878. Miss

Mary Carson, of Beaver Falls, Pa., by ap-

pointment of the Board, took up the work

in the beginning of December, 1877. Con-

ditions, however, soon changed. A new

school board, not favorable to our mission,

was elected. There were no funds in the

treasury with which to meet the increased

expenditures. There was nothing to do

but close the school, which was done. Our

missionaries left on the 1st of April, 1888.

In 1885 a school was opened at Pleasant

Grove, about six miles north of Selma.

There were a day school for about six

months and a Sabbath school during the

entire year. Mr. S. H. Pickens was in

charge. This mission is still under our

care.

J. W. Sproull.

THE LAMB SLAIN.
The Book of Revelations is mysterious,

not because it uses obscure language or un-

familiar symbols, but because it deals with

the mystery of redemption. Its language

is simple and lucid, its symbols are taken

from the Old Testament, its imagery is

drawn from the prophets. But it is dark

by reason of excessive light, by reason of

the presence of Him who is Light, and in

Whom is no darkness at all.

In the fourth chapter is a vision in

which the central figure is the Creator. It

is an echo of the first chapter of Genesis,

when God laid the foundations of the earth

and the morning stars sang together and

all the sons of God shouted for joy. The

four living ones—the ministry, the twen-

ty-four elders, the Old and New Testa-

ment Church and the innumerable com-

pany of angels—unite in praisingHim who
created all things and by whose power

they are and were created.

In the fifth chapter there is another

vision in which the design of creation is

revealed. God sits upon His throne. His

appearance is like a jasper and a sardine

stone. In His hand is a sealed book. But

no creature in heaven or earth was found

able to take the book, nor to break the seals

thereof, neither to look thereon. The

apostle is overcome with grief, because he
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thought God’s purpose in creation could

not be discovered. But one of the elders

assures him that the sealed book is to be

opened. The Lion of the tribe of Judah

hath prevailed. The apostle is now in an

expectant frame of mind. He knew that

the lion was the emblem of Judah ever

since Jacob had blessed his sons, and from

Judah the Messiah came. He expected to

see some august and majestic personage

appear. But to his astonishment he beheld

a lamb, an innocent, inoffensive, suffering

lamb, the emblem of the Messiah from the

time that Abel offered a lamb until John

the Baptist said, “Behold the lamb of God

which taketh away the sin of the world”

;

from the time the first pascal lamb was

slain in Egypt until “Christ our Passover

had been sacrificed for us”
;
from the time

that God provided Abraham a lamb for a

burnt offering on the mount until the

Lamb of God, bearing marks of recent

slaughter, stood before the throne. And
when He had taken the book, the living

ones, the elders and the white-robed com-

pany of the redeemed sing, “Worthy is

the lamb that was slain to receive glory

and honor and power, for Thou hast re-

deemed us by Thy blood out of all kin-

dreds and tongues and nations, and hast

made us kings and priests unto God.”

It thus appears that the death of the

Son of God is the most important event in

the history of this world. This world was

created by Him as the theater upon which

He should die. All the lines of Old Testa-

ment history and prophecy and type and

ceremony center in the cross. And all the

lines of New Testament history radiate

from the cross. It is the ground of the

hopes of humanity. It is the foundation

of the universal mediatorial dominion. It

secured the seven-fold operation of the

Holy Ghost. It purchased the title of His

people to the kingdom of grace here and

the kingdom of glory hereafter.

I. The Scriptures teach tis to look upon

the death of Christ in a peculiar way.

In the gospels we have a record of His

incarnation, of His holy life, of the

miracles He wrought, of the discourses He
delivered. But all these are simply pre-

liminary to the one object of His coming

into the world, His death upon the cross.

He left us no memorial of His birth, nor

of His miracles, nor of His life. But He
did leave a memorial of His death. “As

often as you eat this bread and drink this

cup ye do show forth the Lord’s death till

He come.” The important part of a man’s

mission in this world is to live a godly life.

But the important feature of the Messiah’s

mission into this world was to die the

accursed death of the cross. The day be-

fore Paul suffered martyrdom at Rome he

wrote, “I have fought the good fight, I

have finished my course, I have kept the

faith; henceforth there is a crown of

righteousness laid up for me.” His work

was ended. His reward was before him.

Death was to him only departing to be

with Christ, which was far better. But

death to our Lord was the one event for

which He had been preparing all His life.

“I have a baptism to be baptized with and

how am I straitened till it be accom-

plished.” “Now is my soul troubled.

And what shall I say ? Shall I say. Father,

save me from this hour? No; that would

not be right, for, for this cause came I

to this hour. Here is what I will say:

Father, glorify Thy name. And there

came a voice from heaven, saying, I have

glorified it in your incarnation, your

miracles and words of truth, and I will

glorify it again in your death.” Read also

John 3:14, 12:32 and 16:7.

II. Our Lord looked upon His death

in a peculiar way. A good man has the

promise of a triumphant death.
frDear in

God’s sight is His saint’s death.” “The

righteous hath hope in His death.”
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“Blessed are the dead that die in the

Lord.” Death is robbed of its sting and

the grave of its victory, so that the be-

liever can say in 'the very article of death,

“0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave,

where is thy victory ?” But our Lord was

a perfect man. He knew no sin. He al-

ways did that which pleased the Father.

Surely death will have no terror for Him.

And yet He was afraid. His human na-

ture quailed in the presence of the King

of terrors. He did not draw back, but He
quailed. He would not accept deliverance.

He could have commanded twelve legions

of angels, but He did not. His disciples

were amazed in the garden, when He be-

gan to be very heavy and His soul was

exceeding sorrowful even unto death. He
was willing io die. He could have avoided

death, but He would not. And yet He
trembled in the presence of death and

cried, “Father, if it be possible, let this

cup pass from me,” and His sweat was as

it were great drops of blood falling down

to the ground. “Who knows the power of

Thy wrath ? According to Thy fear, so is

Thy wrath.” In the presence of this

wrath He “offered His prayers to God
with strong crying and tears, and was

heard in that He feared.” Other good

men have not this fear. Stephen had not.

The light of heaven beamed in his face

and the peace of God possessed his soul

when he fell asleep, being stoned to death.

He faced death as the divinely appointed

means of transferring him to his reward.

But our Lord met death as the retribution

of the broken law. It was to Him the in-

strument of infinite wrath.

III. The Scriptural account of the

death of Christ is peculiar. God’s people

are His witnesses here. They are often

called upon to seal their testimony with

their blood. These are martyr witnesses.

They loved not their lives unto death. Abel

was a martyr to the atonement, Isaiah to

the Messiah’s triumph, Stephen to the uni-

versal gospel, Paul and Peter to the gos-

pel for the uncircumcision and the circum-

cision. Their death is never spoken of as

meritorious, but only as a testimony. On
the other hand, the death of Christ is al-

ways spoken of as a substitutionary sacri-

fice. See Isaiah 53 :5, and 2 Cor. 5 :21.

“He died for our sins.” “He is the pro-

pitiation for our sins.” Penal substitu-

tion is the all-pervading idea of the cross.

Our sins were placed to His account and

punished in His person. The penalty of

our sins was executed upon Him in all

its stupendous severity, and full satisfac-

tion was made to justice in her highest

and most inexorable claims. The sword
of divine justice was unsheathed and
bathed in His blood. “Awake, 0 sword,

against my Shepherd, against the man
that is My Fellow.” “Christ through the

Eternal Spirit offered Himself a sacrifice

to God.”

J. M. Foster.

( Concluded next month.)

“I CAN STARVE FOR GOD.”

In the October number of Wesleyan

Missionary Notices, the Rev. C. H. Mona-
han relates a touching incident, that

Americans might read with profit

:

“I heard a story of quiet heroism on

the part of a Christian man in another vil-

lage that seems worth passing on. This

man is very strict in his observance of the

Lord’s Day. He will never work thereon

for casteman or any other. Yet his daily

wage is barely sufficient for his daily food.

The evangelist said to him, ‘You don’t

work on Sabbaths, I am glad to say. But

how do you manage for food that day?’

‘Sir,’ he said, ‘I am able to starve for

God!’ When I heard this story I felt

much humbled, and had a strong desire to

punch the head of any one who dared to

say ‘Indian Christians cannot be saints.’
”
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

—The readers of Olive Trees are again

requested to note the date on which their

subscriptions expire. If the wrappers for

this month have been thrown aside, they

should preserve the wrappers on the next

issue. So many have already renewed for

1901, often sending with renewals the

names of new subscribers, that it may seem

ungracious to refer to the matter. But

there are a few who, through oversight,

are allowing themselves to fall into ar-

rears. No bills will be sent out, unneces-

sarily increasing the cost of publication, as

Olive Trees has entire confidence in its

constituency, and will continue to rely for

support on their personal integrity and

their desire to help on the Mission.

—Olive Trees hopes that its readers

will not overlook the opening article of

this issue on “The Home Problem of For-

eign Missions,” nor give it merely a super-

ficial perusal. The author. Dr. Samuel

B. Capen, President of the American

Board, is not a minister, but a Christian

merchant who is deeply interested in the

great work of world-wide evangelization

and well qualified to speak on that sub-

ject. The paper was requested for publi-

cation because it presents truths of press-

ing importance in a most attractive form.

—The paper on the work with which Dr.

Hoskins, now of Beirut, has been identi-

fied for so many years in Syria will be

read with special interest, because of the

friendly intercourse and co-operation that

have always marked the relations existing

between the Presbyterian Mission there

and our own. “You must pray for us,”

writes Mrs. Hoskins in a private letter to a

friend in New York, “in our new sphere,

as we feel the need of special guidance.”

—Special attention is called to the fol-

lowing statement and appeal of the Cen-

tral Board for the funds needed to operate

the Domestic and Southern Missions

:

Domestic.—Synod at its last meeting

“approved the appropriations made by the

Missionary Conference” amounting to about

$8,900.00. The collection for the Domestic

Mission Fund, from which these appro-

priations are drawn, was taken up on the

first Sabbath of September; $6,000.00

were recommended to be raised. On Jan.

1, 1901, $3,016.50 were reported by the

Treasurer as having been received. The
Board has already paid to the Treasurers

of Presbyteries $4,255.20; one-half the

amount appropriated and called for. To'

do this $1,238.70 were borrowed. This,

with the other half, which will not be less

than $4,255.20, or a total of not less than

$5,493.90 must be raised in order that

the Board may discharge the obligations

incurred by Synod.

Southern.—The first Sabbath of No-

vember was the day on which the collec-

tion for this mission was appointed to be

taken up
;
$5,000.00 was the amount asked

for. The total receipts up to Jan. 1, 1901,

were $2,742.09. There was a deficit at

that date of $80.46. The monthly pay

roll is $412.00. Over $2,500.00 will be

needed between this and next meeting of

Synod in order to pay the salaries alone,

without reference to the deficit and other

expenses which must also be met. Besides,

there are repairs needed in the buildings

which must be made. An industrial de-

partment is a necessity. For lack of funds

little can be done with reference to it.

* * *

This plain statement is presented to

the Church, in the belief that it is the

strongest appeal the Board can make. It
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is presented also with the confident ex-

pectation that a prompt and liberal re-

sponse will be made.

J. W. Sproull, Chairman.

A. C. Coulter, Sec’y.

W. J. Coleman, Cor. Secy.

John T. Morton, Treas.

—Since last report Olive Trees has re-

ceived the following contributions toward

the salary of the young women’s mission-

ary for 1901

:

Miss Jane M. Edgar, Manchester,

1ST. H $5.50

Mrs. Lizzie Edgar Thompson,

Canonsburg, Pa 3.65

L. M. Society of Miller’s Run 12.50

To this fund have been added five dol-

lars from “A Friend,” Barnesville, N. B.

—On Sabbath, Feb. 10, one of the dea-

cons handed the minister of Second New
York Congregation a small package that

had been deposited in the collection box at

the close of the morning service. It con-

tained the following letter:

Feb. 10, 1901.

R. M. Sommerville,

Rev. Sir:

The inclosed two hundred and forty

dollars ($240.00) are given unto Jesus

Christ, my Lord. Will you kindly be His

channel for its distribution as follows ?

:

Ten dollars ($10.00) to Mission “El-

Eman.”

Ten dollars ($10.00) to Miss Sarah

Walker for her church missionary

work.

The remaining two hundred and twenty

($220.00) to be divided among all the

Covenanter missions, home and foreign, as

God may show you their respective needs.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

“His Workmanship.”

(Eph. 2:10.)

The money inclosed in the foregoing let-

ter and not designated has been appro-

priated as follows

:

Foreign Missions $25.00

Mission to China 25.00

Domestic Mission 50.00

Southern Mission 50.00

Indian Mission 30.00

Chinese Mission, Oakland, Cal. . . . 20.00

Jewish Mission . . . # 20.00

Miss Walker wishes us to thank the

unknown donor for this timely recognition

of her work. And we hold thankful

acknowledgments from the Treasurers of

the other funds.

—The Superintendent of Mission El-

Eman wishes us to say that arrangements

are being' made to suspend that work

among the Syrians in New York City. He
will hand the ten dollars contributed by

“His Workmanship” for that purpose to

Miss Walker, who, as Sabbath school mis-

sionary, often meets cases whose appeals

for practical sympathy cannot be resisted.

It is assumed that the donor, whose name
is not given, will be satisfied with this dis-

position of his money, as he obviously in-

tended it to help in future expenses rather

than to cover past expenditures.

The Mission El-Eman was begun in

March, 1897, to guard the spiritual inter-

ests of Syrian converts who are coming

to America and, unable to derive any

benefit from an English sermon, are likely

to be drawn away from Christ by the

worse than heathen influences surround-

ing them in New York. They were pro-

vided with preaching in Arabic every

Thursday and Sabbath evening. And for

the last five months of 1900 a Bible-reader

from Beirut was engaged to visit the

women belonging to the Greek and Maron-

ite churches and read them the true story

of the Cross. But this form of mission-

ary service so increased the expenses of

the work that it was found necessary
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to discontinue it at the close of the year.

The work was measurably successful

from the beginning, the attendance at the

hall ranging from ten or more to over

thirty, and there many, both men and wom-

en, from different parts of Syria and Pales-

tine, who could not understand English,

heard the gospel in their own language,

and some of them were brought into the

communion of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church.

Opposition appeared very early and

from unexpected quarters. It came first

of all from a Syrian who was determined

that there should be no meetings unless

uninspired hymns and instrumental music

were employed in the service of praise, and

who even went so far as to circulate a

paper asking the signatures of Protestant

Syrians in Manhattan and Brooklyn that

they would support him. Then it came

from the Maronite and Greek priests, who

warned their members that they would

withhold the rites of the Church from any

who attended the Protestant services. And
more recently it has come from Christian

brethren of other denominations. A few

months ago a Missionary Society opened

rooms on the same block, and almost im-

mediately, in open violation of all the

principles and rules of missionary

comity, its representatives, instead of seek-

ing out the spiritually destitute in that

vicinity, visited the members of the Mis-

sion El-Eman and urged them to attend

their meetings. With the communicants

in the Reformed Presbyterian Church

their pleas were useless, but they availed

to draw away some, whose only attachment

to the Mission El-Eman was the Arabic

preaching.

It is with deep regret that a work which

has been conducted successfully for four

years, at considerable expenditure of

money and labor, has to be given up,

though not without the hope of resuming

operations in another locality at a future

time. But it seems folly for one man to

bear the expense of a mission, when a large

Society with all needed appliances for

work has resolved to occupy the field.

Since the foregoing Note was put into

the hands of the printer, we have learned

from Rev. Dr. Schaufller that the New
York City Mission went into Washington

Street, only on being assured that there

was no evangelical work carried on

among the Syrians there. And certainly

we believe that he did not intend any

want of Christian courtesy, whatever

may be our opinion of the men who de-

ceived him in the matter.

In this connection we advise the Super-

intendent of the Mission El-Eman to

keep the peace. He seems to have for-

gotten that the Covenanter Church only

exists to start evangelistic work, that,

when it begins to show signs of prosper-

ity, other churches may enter in and

gather the fruit. That is their idea of

interdenominational fellowship.

—Olive Trees received by recent mail

the December number of Nathanael, a

magazine published in Berlin on behalf

of the labors of the Evangelical Church

among Israel. It contains a valuable

article in German on Jewish missions in

North America, from the pen of Rev.

Louis Meyer, of Hopkinton, la., contrib-

uted by special request of the editor-in-

chief, Dr. Herman L. Strack, Professor

Ordinarius of Hebrew in Berlin. We con-

gratulate the Reformed Presbyterian

Church on having in its ministry one so

thoroughly qualified, in the opinion of

Dr. Strack and his eminent associates, to

write authoritatively on the subject of

Jewish missions in this country. Certain-

ly Mr. Meyer was honored in being se-

lected for that service.
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